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The Truck Manufacturers Association (TMA), whose members include all of the major
North American manufacturers of medium and heavy-duty trucks (greater than 8845
kilograms (19,500 pounds) gross vehicle weight rating) submits the following request for
clarification relative to the subject Final Rule. TMA member companies include: Ford
Motor Company, Freightliner LLC, General Motors Corporation, International
Truck and Engine Corporation, Isuzu Motors America, Inc., Mack Trucks, Inc.,
PAC CAR Inc, and Volvo Trucks North America, Inc.

TMA members manufacture "completed vehicles" and "incomplete vehicles"
(i.e., "chassis-cabs"). Stated another way, TMA members manufacture vehicles
which are manufactured in one stage -completed vehicles, and vehicles which are
manufactured in two or more stages -incomplete vehicles (chassis-cabs). Chassis-cabs
are the most common type of incomplete vehicle, but not the only type. In the case of
incomplete vehicles (chassis-cabs), TMA members manufacture the first stage of the
vehicle. The completed vehicles manufactured by TMA members are typically "truck
tractors", whereas incomplete vehicles may be either truck tractors or "trucks", i.e., when
they are completed by a final stage manufacturer. At least one TMA member in the past
manufactured a completed vehicle that was a truck, i.e., the truck was manufactured in
one stage.

49 CFR 567.5, titled, "Requirements for manufacturers of vehicles manufactured in two
or more stages", requires TMA members to label the chassis-cabs they manufacture. 49
CFR 567.3 defines chassis-cab as an incomplete vehicle. This appears to confirm that
chassis-cabs, or incomplete vehicles, are vehicles manufactured in two or more stages.

49 CFR Part 568, titled "Vehicles Manufactured In Two Or More Stages", requires TMA
members to provide an Incomplete Vehicle Document with their incomplete vehicles
(chassis-cabs). This also appears to confinn that chassis-cabs, or incomplete vehicles, are
vehicles manufactured in two or more stages.



The subject Final Rule for braking-in-a-turn requirements for single-unit trucks and buses
in FMVSS 121 has two effective dates. The first date, July 1, 2005, is for "trucks"; the
second date, July 1, 2006, is for "trucks manufactured in two or more stages". The
wording of the amended FMVSS 121 appears to require that TMA members comply with
the new braking-in-a-tum requirements by July 1, 2005, IE they manufacture a truck in
one stage, i.e., a "completed vehicle", or more specifically a "completed truck". On the
other hand, for the incomplete vehicles (chassis-cabs) manufactured by TMA members,
which are stage one of a vehicle (in many cases a truck) manufactured in two or more
stages, the effective date is listed as July 1, 2006.

TMA is seeking a clarification from NHTSA whether this rule requires trucks
manufactured in one stage, ~ incomplete vehicles (chassis-cabs) configured as trucks,
to meet the 2005 date, while allowing "intermediate manufacturers" and "final stage
manufacturers" an additional year (the 2006 date). This is not reflected in the amended
wording ofFMVSS 121. The preamble of the Final Rule did not help clarify this point,
especially the reference to "two years...for intermediate manufacturers". Perhaps this
reference was supposed to be "two years...for incomplete vehicle manufacturers"?

TMA requests clarification as to the agency's intent concerning the two effective dates, or
more specifically, which date do incomplete (chassis-cab) vehicle manufacturers have to
meet. This question also applies to FMVSS 105, which has the same confusing effective
dates.

Also, Table I of the amendment uses the abbreviation "LLVW". This abbreviation is not
defined anywhere in 121. The definition of "lightly loaded vehicle weight" or "LLVW"
appears only in FMVSS 105. This definition should be added to FMVSS 121.

If I can be of any further assistance on these questions, please do not hesitate to call.


